
 

February 2012  Mission 

Statement  
Here at St. Markõs  

Lutheran Church and 

Preschool, we believe in 

òGrowing Godõs Familyó. 

You will see this mission 

statement on our bulle-

tins, business cards, 

newsletter and other 

printed correspondence. 

New nametags are also 

available. 
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From the Pastor... 

               The Story of St. Valentine  

was eventually caught and was brought be-

fore the emperor. The emperor saw that Val-

entine had conviction and drive that was un-

surpassed among his men. Claudius tried and 

tried to persuade Valentine to leave Christi-

anity, serve the Roman empire and the Ro-

man gods. In exchange, Claudius would par-

don him and make him one of his allies. St. 

Valentine held to his faith and did not re-

nounce Christ. Because of this, the emperor 

sentenced him to a three-part execution. 

First, Valentine would be beaten, then 

stoned, and then finally, decapitated. Valen-

tine died on February 14th, 270 A.D. 

While in prison, waiting for his sentence to 

be carried out, Valentine fell in love with the 
(Continued on page 2) 

It is no secret to any of us that Valentineôs Day is this month. This is a time of year when 

Hallmark and the florists do a lot of business, as many couples try to be ñromantic,ò at 

least around the 14th. This is a time of year when our thoughts turn to love. 

 

But something else we observe this month is Ash Wednesday. On that day, and through-

out Lent, we remember the love God has for us; a love so great He sent Jesus to die for 

us. 

 

I ask each of you to think of someone you care about: a friend, neighbor, co--worker, 

family member, someone who needs to hear the Gospel. We all know someone who 

needs to hear or be reminded of what Jesus did for us on the cross and in the empty tomb. 

 

On February 22, we are observing Ash Wednesday, with the imposition of ashes and in-

dividual absolution. As we begin to enter another Lenten season, think seriously about 

inviting someone to church with you this season. Letôs share the Gospel with those who 

need the comfort of its message. Letôs show our love, as Jesus showed His love for us. 

 

God bless, 

Pastor 

In 270 A.D., marriage had been outlawed by 

the emperor of Rome, Claudius II. Claudius 

issued this decree because he thought that 

married men made bad soldiers since they 

were reluctant to be torn away from their 

families in the case of war. Claudius had also 

outlawed Christianity in this time period be-

cause he wished to be praised as the one su-

preme god, the Emperor of Rome. Valentine 

was the bishop of Interamna during this pe-

riod of oppression. Valentine thought that the 

decrees of Rome were wrong. He believed 

that people should be free to love God and to 

marry. Valentine invited the young couples 

of the area to come to him. When they came, 

Valentine secretly performed services of 

matrimony and united the couples. Valentine 
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jailer's daughter, the blind Asterius. During the course of 

Valentine's prison stay, a miracle occurred and Asterius 

regained her sight. Valentine sent her a final farewell note. 

He signed his last note, "From Your Valentine." Even to-

day, this message remains as the motto for our Valentine's 

Day celebrations. 

How Valentine's Day Cards Started 

Before the Christian Church erected the holiday of St. Val-

entine's day, the Romans celebrated a mid-February festi-

val. This was the feast of Lupercius. At the feast of Luper-

cius young Roman men would draw names of young 

women, in a lottery fashion. The women that were chosen 

would serve their respective males as com-

panions for that year, until the next drawing 

came about. 

After Christianity took over Rome, the 

Christian Church sought to replace this holi-

day with something a little more tasteful. It 

changed the name-drawing. Now, both men 

and women could draw names. Surely, the 

young Romans looked downhearted as they 

found the name of a Christian saint on their cards rather 

than the wonderful companion they wished for. Instead of 

getting a companion through the lottery, they got a saint 

which they were to exemplify for that year. 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Romans were miffed. They missed their com-

panions every February. Some ingenious Roman 

lads thought up an idea. Instead of hoping that the 

woman they admired would be on their card, they 

went about sending cards with their names on them 

to these women. This tradition has carried on to 

this present day. Can you remember the first valen-

tine you got from an admirer? If you can, make 

sure to look them up and send one back this holi-

day season. Happy Valentine's Day! 

This article and quiz below are from: http://

www.lhmint.org/valentines/index.htm 

 

JANUARY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

February 4  

Is. 40:21-23, 1 Cor. 9:16-27, Mark 1:29-39 

February 12  

2 Kings 5:1-14, 1 Cor. 10:19-31-11:1, Mark 1:40-45 
 

February 19  

2 Kings 1:1-12or Ex. 34:29-35,  

2 Cor. 3:12-13 (14-18); 4:1-6, Mark 9:2-9 
 

February 22  

Joel 2:12-19, 2 Cor. 5:20b-6:10, Matt. 6:1-6, 16-21 

February 26  

Gen. 22:1-18, James 1:12-18 Mark 1:9-15 

 

Coffee Time Concert 
 

With òDead To Sinó  

 

Saturday, March 4th  
 

Dirty Water Coffee Co. will start  

serving drinks at 6:00PM 

 

Concert starts at 6:30PM 

 

Donations collected  

will be used for the  

purchase of new music 

equipment.  

Congregation Preparedness &  

Volunteer Training Seminar 

 

March 10, from 9am-3pm 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church & School 
Midwest City, OK 

 
Showing mercy/compassion to all who find themselves 

in the chaos of a disaster connects the hurting and 
helpless with the gospel of Jesus. This training will 

help one focus on the most important thing to remem-
ber in preparing for or responding 
to a disaster in your community 
or beyond. It will also identify 

ways congregations can work to-
gether in showing mercy.  

 

Contact the St. Mark office 
for more info or if  you 
would like to attend. 



COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  

In an effort to enhance communications with 

the membership, copies of the monthly Church 

Council Meeting Minutes are available on the 

credenza in the Welcome Hall. Any questions, 

contact Bob Lane or Lynnea Glass. 

Church  
   Council... 

Council Meeting February 21st, 2012 

Brian Austin  

Trish Harland  

Derek Herrs  

Rose Lane 

Trustees 
 

Julia Wantland  

Lanie Lovelace  

Erica Erler  

Ministry of Education 
 

Todd Rudat  

Ministry of Youth  

Chairperson 
 

Bob Drumm  

Mike Hill  

Neil Hoecker  

Dan Lennington  

Russell Wantland  

Ministry of Elders 

David Seaman  

Kristy Theimer  

Bob Lane  

Mike Hill  

Julia Wantland  
Long Range Planning 

Board 

 

David Fischaber  

Chairman ñ Child  

Development Ministry 

 

Marie Vandiver  

Financial Secretary ñ Child Development Ministry 
 

Katie Austin  

Elizabeth Seaman  

Board Members ñ Child Development Ministry 
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CONSTITUTION  

& BY -LAWS  
If you are interested in 

obtaining an updated 

copy of the Constitution 

& By-Laws of the 

Church, you can find a 

copy on the credenza in 

the Welcome Hall.  

KEEP RECYCLING!  
Bring those papers to our recycle 

bin!  Bin is located in the parking 

lot. We make $10 for every ton 

so, keep recycling!  

 

TREASURERôS REPORT 
  

Monthly General Fund Giving Target:  $24,594.00  
    

  December  

           Total Income     $43,522.16     

           Budgeted Expenses $25,156.20  
   -------------ðððððððð- 

     $18,365.96  
 

    Beginning Cash Balance 1/1/2011:                      $2,595.41  
    YTD General Fund Giving Surplus (Shortfall):   ($27,701.11)  

    LCEF Savings Transfer to Checking:                  $31,200.00  
                                                                                                                                           ðð-----------------ðððððð-- 

            General Fund Balance:               $6,094.30  

FEED MY PEOPLE  
  

Food items for February:  

Soup and Crackers  
  

 Thank you to everyone that has helped. Please 

put food items in the basket in the narthex. Any 

questions, contact David and Elizabeth Seaman 

at 749-0314.  All donations are taken to the 

HOPE center.  

2011-2012  

CONGREGATIONAL  

OFFICERS 

Bob Lane  

President 
  

Kristy Theimer  

Vice-President 
 

Lynnea Glass 

Recording Secretary  
 

Keith Schreiner  

Treasurer 
 

Rob Williams  

Financial Secretary 

CHOIR  
    Choir practice is every 

Thursday from 6:30-7:30 pm. 

All voices are welcome to join 

in praising God. 

LENTEN SERVICES 
 

Ash Wednesday Service  

Wednesday, February 22nd  

 

Midweek Lenten Services at 7PM  
 

Wednesday,  

February 29, March 7, 14, 21, 28 
 

(Soup Supper at 6PM, before Midweek Lenten Services) 
 

Maundy Thursday Service at 7PM  

April 5th, With Communion  
 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service at 8PM  

April 6th  



Congratulations 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

Laura Koch  2/3 

Art Sterling  2/3 

Dan Lennington 2/4 

John Foss  2/10 

Linda Jenkins 2/13 

Julia Wantland 2/15 

Phyllis Dobbs  2/17 

Lanie Lovelace 2/18 

Jean Abrahamson 2/23 

Carla Lattimore 2/27 

FEBRUARY  

ANNIVERSARIES  

  Lee & Bobbi Gans 2/12 

Celebrate... 

 

Sundays at 9:30AM 
Currently there are two 

classes being offered between 

services. Pastor Erler will be 

teaching a class in the sanctu-

aryñtopic is òGenesis.ó 
 

The other class is studying 

Luke and is held in the library, taught by Mike Hill. 

 

Sundays at 6:30PM-Calling All Women 
All Women are invited to join in a study titled òGod is in 

the Laundry Room.ó Friends are welcome! Contact 

Marie Sterling at 478-0371 if you have questions. 
  

1st & 3rd Sundays at 6:30PM-Small Group 
Join this Small Group for a book study twice a month. If 

you have questions, contact the office. 
  

1st & 3rd Mondays at 7PM-Small Group 
Join this Home Bible Study for a topical study twice a 

month. If you have questions, contact the office.  
 

Tuesdays at 10AM 
Join Pastor Erler in the church library for this weekday 

bible study class. 
   

3rd Saturday at 8AM Menõs Study 
Bring your breakfast and join in a study with other men. 

Contact the office if you have questions 340-0192 

St. Mark Prayer Ministry  
Do you need a special prayer? 
Call the Prayer Chain Contacts. 
 

   Lucille McShane at 341-8986 
   Email Captain: Mike Hill at 

hilljm@cox.net 
 

Requests can also be included in the Sunday service 

bulletin by calling the Church office at 340-0192. 

To be added to the phone or e-mail prayer chain 

contact Lucille or Mike.  
 

òTherefore confess your sins to each other and 

pray  for each other so that you may be healed. 

The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 

effective.ó  -James 5:16 

SUPPORT  

OUR  TROOPS  
     Please keep our troops  and 

their families in your prayers. Our 

next meeting will be in July.      
PLEASE update our addresses for the 

troops.  We know there have been a lot of 

changes with our troops so please check the 

prayer list in the bulletin and the address list in 

the narthex of church. To add or remove some-

one from our list call the office at 340-0192 or e

-mail stmarkoffice@sbcglobal.net.  
     If you have any questions about what we do 

or about the Warrior Transition Unit at Ft. Sill, 

please call Merle Wagner 330-3017. 

SCRIP Next order will be February 5th . You can 

also order online at www.shopwithscrip.com. St. Mark's 

code is DCCAD255756L.. Any questions contact Kim Hill. 

 Please contact the Church office 

if you are new to the congregation 

or do not have your birthday and 

anniversary dates on file. We 

apologize for any omissions.  

Saturday Supper Club  
Saturday, February 25th  

 

We will be meeting at 

5:00PM 

At Olive Garden 
2639 W Memorial 

 

Watch for a sign-up in the Narthex. 
 

Everyone is welcome to come enjoy 

good food & Christian fellowship.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5:16&version=NIV
http://www.shopwithscrip.com
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Ministries... From the desk of Sheila Rudat, DCE ... 

PRESCHOOL NEWS  
  

Summer and Fall registration has begun 

and it looks like many of our students will 

be returning.  Lots of new families have 

shown an interest in our program for fall.  

This is such a blessing to our program.  I 

have been here for 6 months and just love 

our school, the parents, students and the 

staff. 

 
We had an incredible January.  When we 

returned from Christmas break, 11 new 

students began during that month.  Wow!  

God is so good! 

 
We have special enrichment classes for 

the students such as music and Spanish.  

Now we have added a science enrichment 

class once a month.  Mad Science, a local 

program comes to our school and does 

science demonstrations for the 3, 4 and 5 

year olds. 

_¢t£rw~~{ø 

    Motherõs 
    Day  Out  
    Program 

NEXT PRESCHOOL BOARD MTG:  

February 13th @ 7:00 PM 

òIntroducing A Child  to Jesusó 

 

Mark Your Calendar  

Today!  

 
VBS will be June 25 ð 29 

from 9:00 ð 11:30am.   

 

The theme will be:  

òBabylon ð Holy Land  

Adventuresó 
 

Daniel was way more than the guy who survived a den 

of hungry lions!  

Travel back to Babylon and join Daniel--torn from his home 

and forced into the king's service. Imagine the pressure of 

learning a new language and cultureéand the shock of discov-

ering your best friends have been tossed into a fiery furnace. 

Explore exotic sights and smells in a Babylonian bazaar! Kids 

and adults will find that they're not much different from 

Daniel and his friends, who kept their faith in a faithless cul-

ture. Volunteers will be needed to help during this week.  

Please contact Sheila Rudat at stmarkdce@sbcglobal.net if you 

would like to help. 

WOW GAME 

NIGHT  
 

Wednesday,  
February 15th  

 

Starting at 5:30pm   
 

Dinner will be  
provided.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bring your family and 
maybe a friend, some 

games and join in a fun 
evening of fellowship 

with your St. Mark 

Family .  

 

Annual Spring Family Camp 

 

Watch for more information 

 
 

Family Camp will be at  

Camp Lutherhoma in Tahlequah, OK 

sometime in April.   

 

It will be filled with Bible Studies, 

food, downtime and activities! 

 

The new cabin is very nice with  

bedding and towels included.  

mailto:stmarkdce@sbcglobal.net

